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IRA SUKRUNGRUANG 
 
Nominated Rita by Ceresi, University of South Florida, and seconded by Elise Blackwell, University of South 
Carolina. 
 
CAMPAIGN STATEMENT 
 
Fifteen years ago, I attended my first AWP Conference in Kansas City. How to describe this feeling as a 
twenty-two-year-old surrounded by other writers, readers, editors and publishers, people who value the 
willed word, who appreciate a finely constructed paragraph or stanza? How do I describe this bubbling 
energy—electric, yes—that permeates a city, a place, something utopian in nature?  I have not missed a 
conference since, and I have been astounded by the growth of it in the last few years.  
 
Because of this, I am honored to be nominated for the position of Southeast Representative to AWP’s board 
of directors. AWP has been a vital part of my maturation as a writer and scholar over the years, and also as a 
teacher of creative writing at various institutions. I have had the privilege to be part of numerous panels over 
the years, have attended the pedagogy forums, and have had a table in the book fair for the last five years. For 
writers and writing programs across the country, AWP has been an outstanding resource and organization in 
this period of economic downturn. AWP reminds us that artists and writers matter, that the education of 
future writers matters, that our place in the academy matters.   
 
Over the years, I have worked in various administrative capacities at several institutions, with experience in 
fund-raising, curricula overhaul, and assessment. When I taught at SUNY Oswego, I created the creative 
nonfiction curriculum that quickly became one of the most popular classes in the department. Because 
SUNY Oswego serves undergraduates, I have had an insider’s look at the concerns and needs of an 
undergraduate creative writing program and the struggles of maintaining a rigorous education. Now, at the 
University of South Florida, an institution that houses an undergraduate creative writing major (over 300 
students) and young and thriving MFA program (30 students), I continue to oversee the intricacies of being 
part of a dynamic creative program.   
 
Here is a list of what I believe AWP should continue to discuss over the years. 
 

• expanding its community outreach to writing programs outside the academy, including writing 
groups for the military and youth group organizations 

• defining and redefining the needs and wants of an undergraduate curriculum   
• evaluating how technology is changing the writing arts in the classroom and the publishing industry  

and our role in this change 
• revisiting how to better serve two-year institutions 
• increasing our visibility in international populations 
• discussing the our role in secondary education 

 
I am delighted at opportunity to continue the growth and artistic advocacy AWP has done in the coming 
years. This organization has done so much for my own career as a student, writer, and educator. I want to 
continue this work for others. 



2014 Campaign Statements 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Ira Sukrungruang is a Thai-American, born and raised on the southside of Chicago. He is the author of the 
memoir Talk Thai: The Adventures of Buddhist Boy and the poetry collection, In Thailand It Is Night. He 
coedited two anthologies on the topic of obesity: What Are You Looking At? The First Fat Fiction Anthology 
and Scoot Over, Skinny: The Fat Nonfiction Anthology. His next book, Southside Buddhist: Essays, is 
forthcoming from the University of Tampa Press. He is the recipient of a New York Foundation for the Arts 
Fellowship in Nonfiction Literature, an Arts and Letters Fellowship, and the Emerging Writer Fellowship. 
His work has appeared in many literary journals, including Post Road, The Sun, and Creative Nonfiction. He 
is one of the founding editors of Sweet: A Literary Confection (sweetlit.com), and teaches in the MFA 
program at University of South Florida and the low-residency MFA program at City University of Hong 
Kong.  
 


